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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our 6th newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing 
mission is to provide updates on what the board for the Greenough Harbour Preservation 
Association is doing on behalf of all residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) 
as well as news about the community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of 
heaven. 
 
All board meeting minutes can be found on our website under the Community tab 
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca. If you haven’t registered yet for the website, 
you will need to register before you can access the meeting minutes. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin 
at m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the 
category Community/Newsletter. 
 

Board Updates from Doug  
 

This is a new continuing section of the newsletter providing updates on the board from 

Doug Rouse - President of the GHPA.  

 

 

 

http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
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“The following activities have either originated or been influenced by your Board.  

Hard surfacing of Gauley's Bay Road and Greenough Point Road: 

By the time you receive this update, the road will have been completed. How nice it will be 

to not have to worry about potholes or spring muck, and I'm sure you can hardly wait to 

cycle, run, walk, or play road hockey on this new surface.  

The completion of the road also means that the Municipality has officially "assumed” the 

road, and the sign at Tamarac Road and Gauley's Bay Road will be removed. 

Entrance/ driveway application: 

At our request, Public Works has added a section to their application, specific to Greenough 

Harbour, which states that no tree cutting can occur during nesting season, from May 1 - 

July 15th. 

Tri-fold community marketing brochure: 

Mike Warkentin, our webmaster, designed a lovely brochure, copies of which we have 

placed in the display case across from the Greenough rock, and we have been told that 

those brochures have helped sell some of the lots that have been available for sale.  

Banking, Invoicing and government documentation: 

Natalie has organized and executed banking documentation for our new Association, and 

she and Mike Warkentin have worked out e-post arrangements, which all of you now know 

about, through October 1st invoicing of dues. 

Kevin Warkentin has completed and sent in to the Government all necessary 

documentation to reflect details of the new Board. He also maintains a wonderfully detailed 

minute book, which will serve us well into the future.    

Grass cutting, and fees:  

We introduced a nominal fee to lot owners for grass cutting. That ensures we have a nice, 

clean consistent appearance along the roadside, and we can all feel proud of how 

everything is maintained. As more permits are issued and houses built, we will be in a 

position to revisit the fee structure for everyone.    
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Forest Inventory activity:  

Tyler Miller, a biologist, was referred to us by Elizabeth Thorn, to satisfy an interest many of 

us have in identifying trees and wildflowers on our lots, and he has agreed to walk our 

individual properties with us in the spring, to help with assembling our own forest 

inventories. Please let one of us on the Board know of your interest, so we can slot you in 

next spring.  

Association Pricing:  

Jeremy Thorn has negotiated a $ 10.00 pump out discount with Bruce Peninsula Septic 

Systems. Kevin Warkentin has arranged group pricing for propane with Superior Propane, 

which will save each homeowner between $100.00 - $200.00 annually, based on 

consumption. 

Directors Liability Insurance:  

Jeremy Thorn has researched, made application and received approval to put our liability 

insurance in place. This was important to retain and recruit current and future Board 

members.  

New lot purchasers:  

As you may know, there has been a flurry of activity around new lot purchases, and we 

have made sure that each and every new lot owner has received a call or email, with an 

offer to answer questions, or get together face to face, or both. There are some very nice 

people about to join our community.  

Realtors, Builders and Landscapers: 

Rami is collecting names and email addresses to extend an invitation for a breakfast 

meeting, to be held in the spring, 2018. We feel it is important for these groups to have a 

better understanding of our community. The Chief Building Inspector will attend to help 

answer questions, and to show support for the work we are doing.      

Remedial work on lot # 1: 
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Most of us acquired our lots and built our homes at Greenough Harbour, because we 

bought into the vision of protecting the environment, being responsible stewards of the land, 

fully aware of the restrictions ( covenants ) that needed to be adhered to.  

Unfortunately, and not often, a transgression occurs, and action needs to be taken to make 

things right. Considerable cutting of trees in the 30 m buffer zone occurred on lot # 1, land 

owned by the Municipality. On the community website the attached letter from the CAO, Bill 

Jones outlines the action he has taken to rectify this oversight. Legally, GHPA is 

responsible for monitoring the 30 metre zone inland from the drip line of trees.  

GB Tel (phone and internet service) upgrade:  

At our request, GB Tel is adding a new tower halfway between their Wiarton tower and the 

tower at Greenough Harbour. Bouncing from one tower to another will allow them to 

increase up time and bandwidth substantially. The permit procurement process is 

underway, so the tower build will start very soon. By the end of this calendar year, all 

residents will have the opportunity to purchase up to 25 mbps of connections, and the down 

time during hydro outages will be reduced substantially, as new battery cells will be added 

to the system from Greenough Harbour to Owen Sound. 

Decks, docks, the 30 m buffer zone and sight line and path policies: 

The new comprehensive zoning by-law for the Northern Bruce Peninsula, once passed, will 

reflect wording similar to what is shown here. Jeremy, Andrea and I have made some 

adjustments, specifically to reflect the Boards' recommended policies on sight lines and 

paths to the water.  

All site alterations, buildings and structures in the 30 m buffer zone are strictly prohibited, 

including flagstone paths and gravel overlays. 1 deck per lot will be allowed, located on the 

lakeside of the drip line of trees. A "deck" is a structure no larger than 240 sq. ft. (this was 

changed from the original 12X20 ft. by Jack Van Dorp, Senior Planner, County of Bruce) 

including stairs, ramps, platforms, and no higher than 24 inches above the ground surface, 

as measured by the highest point of any point of the structure. No permanent or semi- 

permanent roof or upper story, and no railings, or glass panels are allowed. The deck must 

be no closer than 5 metres to a side lot line (added by Jack Van Dorp, Senior Planner, 

County of Bruce). 

On sight lines and paths:  

http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/lot-1-recovery-municipality/
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The policy of the Board is that a narrow path and narrow sight line are permitted such that 

neither the animal corridor nor the historical view of the shoreline, from the vantage point of 

the lake, is fundamentally altered.  

Written authorization of the GHPA is required, prior to any tree cutting in the 30 metre 

protected zone.  

We hope you find these updates helpful, and we would encourage you to contact any one 

of us on the Board, with ideas on what you would like covered in the future. You will see 

Bios and Pics for all 6 of us on our community site, with email contact information shown 

under Community - contacts.” 

Sincerely Doug Rouse 

Think About Your House Lighting 

Did you notice? 

 There are NO streetlights in Greenough Harbour 

 At least 3 residents of Greenough have either telescopes or are doing 
photography of the night sky which requires VERY dark skies 

 In 2004 the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula declared itself a Dark Sky 
Community?  

 The Northern Bruce has some of the darkest skies in the world    

Think about your house lighting! 

If building a new house or doing landscaping ensure that your outdoor lighting is dark sky 
compliant – look for the IDA (International Dark-Sky Association) label. Lights should be: 

 Only be on when needed (turn them off when you go to bed) 

 Only light the area that needs it (not your neighbour’s back yard) 

 Be no brighter than necessary (excess brightness causes glare which reduces security) 

 Minimize blue light emissions (look for a CCT of 3000K or less) 

 Be fully shielded (pointing downward) 
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For your outdoor deck, pot-lights under the soffits are ideal as they focus the light down to 
the deck and cannot send light up into the sky. Buy curtains and close those curtains at 
night to prevent light trespass into your neighbour’s bedroom or lawn. If you must have a 
security light, put it on a motion detector and again make sure the light is full cut-off (no light 
pointing up into the sky). The light, if LED, should also have a CCT (Color Co-ordinated 
Temperature) of 3000K or less to minimize blue light – which interferes with melatonin 
production and reduces sleep.  

If landscaping, yes solar path lights can help with the path to the lake or illuminate the 
driveway, but ensure they point down, and consider turning them off when you go to bed.     

Response to the “Red Line Advocates” re Zoning Bylaws 
 
The recent issue of the Bruce Peninsula Press (Issue 2017 Number 14 Sept 12 – Oct 3) 
contained a full two page centre spread from an organization called the “Northern Bruce 
Peninsula Property Owners Executive Committee” regarding concerns over changed to the 
Comprehensive Zoning By-Laws. The article can be read here:  
 
https://brucepeninsulapress.com/issue-14-2017/ 
 
 
The Bruce Peninsula Biosphere Association feels that the article did not do justice to the 
planning process undertaken by the council and the scientific facts behind the zoning by-
law. To see the response from the BPBA check out the post on the Greenough Harbour 
Community Website at this location:  
 
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/response-to-red-line-advocates-from-bpba/ 
 

Greenough Harbour Website Tip of the Month - Resources 
 
To promote use of the website we will provide a tip of the month to get you started. Yes, this 
newsletter is bi-monthly, but “tip of the bi-month” just doesn’t work. The tip for this issue is 
subscribing. So open up a browser to http://www.grennoughharbourcommunity.ca and let’s 
get registered. 
 
One of the advantages of registering on the Greenough Harbour Community website is that 
special areas are unlocked for you. Once of those areas is Resources. Let’s see what’s 
available there… 

https://brucepeninsulapress.com/issue-14-2017/
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/response-to-red-line-advocates-from-bpba/
http://www.grennoughharbourcommunity.ca/
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Hover your mouse over the Community tab and you will see the following: 
 

 
 
If you then click on Resources you may see this: 
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 This means you have not signed on to the website. Once you sign on you will see the 
following: 
 

 
Click on one of the + signs to open up the category to see what’s available. The Bylaws and 
Community folders have the most information. 
 
By clicking on any of the individual documents it brings up a window that allows you to 
either immediately open and view the file, or download and save the file. 
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Enjoy what’s available, and note that you also have the ability to upload files if you feel 
something else should be up on the website. 
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Mares Eat Oats and Does Eat Oats… 

We all remember the old children’s song: 

Mairzy doats and dozy doats and liddle lamzy divey 

A kiddley divey too, wooden shoe 

What you may not know is the history of the song and what the heck it has to do with 
Greenough. 

From Wikipedia: 

“Mairzy Doats” is a novelty song written and composed, in 1943, by Milton Drake, Al Hoffman, 

and Jerry Livingston. The song made the pop charts several times, with a version by the Merry Macs 

reaching No. 1 in March 1944. The song was also a number one sheet music seller, with sales of over 

450,000 within the first three weeks of release.  

The song's refrain, as written on the sheet music, seems meaningless: 

Mairzy doats and dozy doats and liddle lamzy divey 

A kiddley divey too, wooden shoe 

However, the lyrics of the bridge provide a clue: 

If the words sound queer and funny to your ear, a little bit jumbled and jivey, 

Sing "Mares eat oats and does eat oats and little lambs eat ivy." 

This hint allows the ear to translate the final line as "a kid'll eat ivy, too; wouldn't you?" 

Not only do little lambs eat ivy, but do so deer and birds, and they eat “poison ivy” Now we 
get to Greenough. We have a lot of poison ivy at Greenough. As per the board meeting 
minutes though, unless it is on a path to the lake or anywhere that might interfere with your 
enjoyment of the cottage, leave it be. Here is why: 

At least 60 species of birds are reported to eat the fruits. This explains why poison ivy is 
common along fencerows and other places where birds roost—and leave deposits.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novelty_song
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Drake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Hoffman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Livingston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Merry_Macs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge_%28music%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goat
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Local bird species that are known to eat the fruits include Eastern Bluebird, Gray Catbird, 
Dark-eyed Junco, Carolina Chickadee, Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, White-throated 
Sparrow, Brown Thrasher, Tufted Titmouse, White-eyed Vireo, Cedar Waxwing, Carolina 
Wren, and Woodpeckers (Downy, Hairy, Pileated, and Red-bellied).  
 
In addition, deer browse the fruits and foliage, and cottontail rabbits feed on the twigs and 
bark. The flowers are much frequented by bees. In view of poison ivy’s wildlife benefits, and 
the incidental killing of other, nearby plants when chemical sprays are used to control it, 
poison ivy is best “left be” in natural areas. 

 

The Science of Sound Over Water – Or Why I Can Hear You Clearly 

A few weeks ago I was out on the deck, and heard what sounded like someone next door at 
my brother’s cottage. We look after each other’s place when the other is not up, so I 
immediately headed next door. Nothing. But I could hear very clearly two men and a girl 
talking. I headed down to the beach and discovered a boat out in the middle of the lake with 
2 men and a girl and I could hear every word clearly!  

Sound carries very well over water. This is because the air directly over the body of water is 
cooler and thus denser (heavier) then the rest of the air higher up. So sound, which is a 
wave just like light is refracted down (down as in to the shore, and your cottage) by the 
denser medium, instead of up being sent up and dispersed into the air. This is similar to 
what happens with a prism, which splits light into its separate wavelengths or colors (sound 
is just one wavelength) when it hits the denser medium of the glass. The picture below 
explains the process. 
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What this means is that a party on the beach with music is likely to be very loud many 
cottages away and of course even normal conversations can be heard easily. We have a 
municipal bylaw 2013-08 that prohibits playing of any loud devices between 11:00pm and 
8:00am as well as a subdivision clause that prohibits excessive noise at any time. Please 
respect the bylaws and the science of sound and bring your parties indoors after 11:00pm. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Thanksgiving – Oct 9, 2017 

 Second Public Meeting on Zoning Bylaws – Oct 10 1:00pm Lion’s Head Arena 

 BPBA Forrest Fair – Lindsey Tract – Sat Oct 14 2017 

Anne’s Inspirational Quote: 
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