
 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – MAR - APR 2017 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

In this Newsletter: 
 

 Welcome 

 We Now Have a Greenough Harbour Preservation Association! (GHPA) 

 It’s Spring, Be Bear Aware 

 The Eagle(s) Back? 

 Need Stone? 

 Greenough Harbour Website Tip of the Month - Posting 

 Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory 

 Upcoming Events 

 Anne’s Inspirational Quote 

Welcome  
 
Welcome to our third newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing 
mission is to provide updates on what the Advisory Committee is doing on behalf of all 
residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) as well as news about the 
community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of heaven. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin 
at m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the 
category Community/Newsletter. 
 

We now have a Greenough Harbour Preservation Association! (GHPA) 
 
Well, the Greenough Harbour Preservation Corporation (GHPC) which was never actually 

incorporated by John Keeso, has now been replaced with Greenough Harbour Preservation 

Association (GHPA). The GHPA is incorporated and fees are being collected for lawn 

cutting and other possible future purposes as well as legal fees for the incorporation. You 

should no longer receive maintenance fee requests from Sharon Keeso, and until the board 

of directors is elected, fees are being collected by Doug Rouse. 

The bylaws have been revised and updated and will be presented at the AGM for 

community approval and hopefully will be on the website. You should have already received 

an EMAIL from Kenn Lendrum requesting your consideration to become a board member at 

mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
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this exciting time in your evolution. Really it takes very little of your time, Skype calls 

notwithstanding, and often involves some wine, refreshments and sometimes a song! 

Six board members are required and the term is for 2 years only, so notify Kenn if you are 

interested at kenneth.c.lendrum@gmail.com. 

Also note the AGM is scheduled for Sat June 17 at the home of the Thorn’s and an Agenda 

will be distributed soon. 

It’s Spring, Be Bear Aware. 

As this newsletter is being composed, spring is here and with spring the bears come out of 
hibernation. When bears hibernate, their body temperature drops from 38°C to 33°C, and 
their heart rate goes from 50 beats a minute to 10. They don’t eat, drink, urinate or 
defecate. Hibernating bears lose at least half their body fat, but — amazingly — they don’t 
lose any muscle mass or much calcium from their bones. So when they emerge they are 
hungry! Usually the males emerge first in April, followed by the females and their cubs. 
Food is very scarce. Adult males begin to roam. Most other bears remain lethargic and 
slow-moving, eating mainly aspen catkins and willow catkins. All but baby bears have been 
losing weight.  

There is very little food to be found until May when the forest habitat begins to green up. 

Lethargy ends. Bears eat sprouting grass, emerging herbs and young tree leaves. Cubs 

taste what their mother eats, but swallow little except milk. Lactating (nursing) mothers are 

losing weight. Other bears are slowly gaining weight.  

 

mailto:kenneth.c.lendrum@gmail.com
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During this time April/May it is tempting to get out the old BBQ. Make sure you clean the 

grease pan, clean the grills and ensure that nothing drops to the ground that bears may find 

tempting. I use the Cookina Grill sheets https://cookina.co/ myself which capture everything 

while still providing grill marks, and can be easily cleaned with a dry paper towel, followed 

by soap and warm water. 

Carry bear bells when you are out hiking, and make lots of noise. Also note that the spring 

hunting season starts May 1 through June 16, so watch for hunters as well. Now is not the 

time to be wearing a black jacket! 

The Eagle(s) Back? 

  
For those of you interested in nature (and who isn’t up here?) and in particular our 
feathered friends, in the past few years we have had some eagles nesting in the area. I 
have only seen one adult so far and no eaglets, but hopefully they will show up. Below are 
one of the mature eagles, and possibly one of the eaglets from last year.  
 

 
 

https://cookina.co/
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Visually, the male and female look identical, but as with most raptors, the female is larger 
(heavier and bigger) than the male. Sometimes this is clearly visible in a pair, when you see 
both together at the nest, but otherwise, we are just guessing. In the hand, biologists can 
differentiate male versus female using two key body size measurements, the depth of the 
bill (beak) and the length of the hallux talon, on the rear toe. These measurements are 
plugged in to a neat formula developed by eagle biologist Gary Bortolotti back in the early 
1980's, based on numerous measurements of eagles of known sex. 
 
Mary and Owen have stated they have seen both adults in the past week and one of them 
siting on the nest. If you do spot them and want to take a photo, please stay at least 300m 
away. Try to keep this a resident secret, we don’t want bird clubs or TV crews camped out! 
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Need Stone? 
 

After a few winters the number of stones in your garden or along the side of the road starts 

to outnumber the stones on your driveway. Kenn Lendrum has contacted Bernie Hellyer to 

arrange for stone delivery for those in need. Bernie can’t get the truck on the road until May 

1 due to environmental issues, so there is lots of time to get on the list for delivery. Let Kenn 

know if you want to be included as the more interested parties, the better the discount. You 

can also contact Bernie directly at (519) 793-3377 so he can arrange to walk your driveway 

and get an idea of your requirements (white stone, grey stone, large rocks etc.). 

Greenough Harbour Website Tip of the Month - Posting 
 
To promote use of the website we will provide a tip of the month to get you started. Yes, this 
newsletter is bi-monthly, but “tip of the bi-month” just doesn’t work. The tip for this issue is 
posting. So open up a browser to http://www.grennoughharbourcommunity.ca and let’s get 
registered. 
 
Anyone can post anything of interest to the community on the website, as long as you are a 
registered use. The easiest way to post is to open up the Posting tab on the home page as 
shown below. 
 

 
 

http://www.grennoughharbourcommunity.ca/
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Give the post a title, type in your content and if you like insert a photo too. Finally add some 
tags to make the post easier to find on Google, choose a category from the drop down, and 
then click submit. That’s all it takes! 
 

 
Once you have posted – your post will appear under the Recent Posts area on the right 
hand side of the screen. As show below.  
 
Back on the home page there is a selection under Posting called Dashboard where you can 
see and edit or delete all of your posts.  
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Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory 
 

Mary and Elizabeth are happy that another spring migration is underway on the 

Peninsula!  Both are involved on the board of the Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory and 

banding operations began on April 15th.  This year the board is challenged with raising 

money for a new septic system for the station (35k). Anyone who wishes to help or knows 

of a benefactor who could help can contact either Mary or Elizabeth.  No donation is too 

small and all are very much appreciated!  Tax receipts provided and tours can be arranged. 

You can check out the Bird Observatory and read our station scientist's renowned blogs on 

the migration at www.bpbo.ca  

 

 
 

http://www.bpbo.ca/
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Upcoming Events 
 

 Bruce Trail 50th Anniversary Hikes – Registration Apr 8 at www.pbtc.ca  

 Niagara Food & Wine Expo. April 21 - Apr 23, 2017  

 Earth Day Hikes (BPBA and NCC) at Lindsey Tract Sat. Apr 22 10:00am-4:00pm 

 Parks Canada Open House Fri April 28th at 4:00pm at the Visitors Center 

 Sources of Knowledge May 5-7 http://www.sourcesofknowledge.ca/2017-forum-

weekend-overview/ 

 Spring Bear Hunt – May 1 – June 16 (Be Aware)Ground Hog Day – Feb 2 2017 

 Bird Nesting Season – Mayt 1 to mid-July (no tree cutting during this period!) 

 The Orchid Festival June 2-4 http://www.orchidfest.ca/  

 GHPA AGM – Sat June 17 at the Thorn’s 

 Total Eclipse of the Sun – Aug 21, 2017 

http://www.pbtc.ca/
http://www.sourcesofknowledge.ca/2017-forum-weekend-overview/
http://www.sourcesofknowledge.ca/2017-forum-weekend-overview/
http://www.orchidfest.ca/


 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – MAR - APR 2017 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

Anne’s Inspirational Quote: 

 


