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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our 16th newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing 
mission is to provide updates on what the board for the Greenough Harbour Preservation 
Association is doing on behalf of all residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) 
as well as news about the community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of 
heaven. 
 
All board meeting minutes can be found on our website under the Community tab 
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca. If you haven’t registered yet for the website, 
you will need to register before you can access the meeting minutes. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin 
at m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the 
category Community/Newsletter. 
 

Andrea’s Fire Safety Tips   
From Andrea Flanagan, GHPA Board Member at Large 

The summer will be upon us before we know it, so it’s an opportune time to remind 

ourselves of outdoor fire safety laws.  A Fire Permit is required prior to the use of burn 

barrels, fireworks and open-air fires. These permits are free, they last until December 31st, 

and they are now available online.  Not only is this more convenient than a visit to the 

municipal office, it will also enhance safety; henceforth, whenever a fire ban is activated for 

North Bruce, all permit holders will be directly informed via text message.  Residents may 

apply for a Fire Permit by visiting the following link:  https://nbp.burnpermits.com/home 

http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
https://nbp.burnpermits.com/home
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The “Bylaw” tab at the top of this page will also take you to the complete text of the North 

Bruce Fire Bylaw.  It would take too long to summarize that document here. However, since 

some residents may enjoy “Campfire/Recreational” fires (those intended “for warmth and 

recreational enjoyment”) here are the 4 rules that govern their use: 

1. The campfire/recreational fire must “be contained in an above-ground, metal fire grate or 

fireplace that is designed to burn wood in a contained space” or “in a pit in the ground that 

has a non-combustible wall and is intended to burn wood safely.” 

2. The “closest edge of the fire shall not at any time be started or located less than four (4) 

metres from any building, property line, tree, canopy, fence, roadway, overhead wire or 

other combustible article” 

3. “The area designed to contain the fire is not more than 66 centimeters diameter and not 

more than 66 centimeters in height.” 

4. The fire must be controlled “such that flames and hot embers do not pose an undue risk 

of fire to nearby combustible materials” and it must be “attended and supervised at all times 

by at least one responsible adult person, of eighteen or more years of age.”  

Spring Warblers Are Here  
 

If you have been outside for any length of time at Greenough, you have seen and heard 

that the spring warblers are back.  

Here is one that Elizabeth attracted using an orange (we believe it is a Cape May Warbler); 
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There are a number of Eco Adventure tours that will take you to the Bird Observatory near 

the Cabot Head Lighthouse in Dyers Bay, one coming up on June 2 is called Birding by the 

Bay. You can check it out here: https://myecoadventures.ca/all-adventures/birding-by-the-bay   

Below is a report from Graham Thomas who runs the tour on a recent visit to the Bird 

Observatory. 

“Despite the threat of bad weather, 6 lucky EcoAdventurers got to see a "fall-out" of birds 

today.  Literally hundreds of birds were netted and most of our group was recruited to help 

with the banding process.  I myself spent over 3 hours recording and logging band 

numbers, weight, time of day, age and sex data into the record books while Stephane 

banded, measured and sexed the feathery critters at break-neck speed. Others were 

ferrying captured birds back to the station while some had to send back capture bags to 

those volunteers retrieving birds from the nets.  We went nearly 2 hours over time just to 

help deal with the extraordinary numbers. Nothing like seeing 1/8th of the Peninsula's bird 

species in the first hour of the tour!  Some nets had 50-70 birds each! 

Here is just a sampling of what we saw today: 

Ruby Throated Hummingbirds, Blue hooded Vireos, Black capped Chickadees, Wilson's 

Warblers, Ovenbirds, Black & White Warblers, Northern Parulas (Stephane said he may 

see 2 or 3 of these in a normal season, today alone we had about 8),Tennessee Warblers, 

Red-Eyed Vireos, American Redstarts, Blackburnian Warblers, Red Breasted Nuthatches, 

Golden Crowned Kinglets, Yellow Warblers, Cape May Warblers, Palm Warblers, Magnolia 

Warblers (almost too many too count), Chestnut Sided Warblers, Bay Breasted Warblers, 

Nashville Warblers, Orange Crowned Warblers, Common Yellow Throats, Blue Jays, Black 

Throated Blue Warblers, Least Flycatchers and Red Sparrows. Before we arrived Stephane 

said there were 5 Scarlet Tanagers in a tree next to the station.  

I also noted about 11 other species of birds on the drive in to the station including larger 

ducks, waterbirds, Sandhill cranes, pee-wees, and more. 

Quite the day!” 

So keep an eye open for the warblers. 

 

https://myecoadventures.ca/all-adventures/birding-by-the-bay
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Apollo 11 Anniversary 
 

Do you remember this?  

 

Yes, 50 years ago this summer on July 20 at 20:17 UTC Neil Armstrong stepped foot on the moon. This 

summer Bayside Astronomy will be concentrating on this anniversary. The amateur astronomers at Bayside 

will show you the various landing sites for the Apollo missions. We haven’t been back to the moon since 

1972 with Apollo 17, but NASA is working on sending man back to the moon by 2024. 

Incredibly about 6% of the American public are under the belief that the US never landed a man on the 

moon. Last summer at Bayside I was shocked to be confronted by one of these deniers. In case they come 

out of the woodworks again and you happen to encounter them, here are some of their arguments and how 

they have been debunked: 

Argument: The moon has no atmosphere so the sky is black. Where are the stars in the photographs? 

Debunk: The stars were not picked up on the photos as they were too faint. Astronauts were trying to take 

photographs of white space suits during the day with bright sun reflecting off the lunar soil, thus they had to 

set a very fast exposure, and reduce the aperture to let in less light so they could capture bright objects. The 

stars are very dim objects, thus they did not show. Try the same thing with any camera on earth at night – 

same results. 

Argument: The flag appears to be waving, thus there must have been a breeze on the film set. 

Debunk: The flag appeared to be waiving as the pole it was attached to was twisted when the flag was 

planted, and the flag was actually wrinkled when it came out of the box. Subsequent pictures show exactly 

the same wrinkles over time and the flag not moving. 
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Argument: The lunar lander made no crater when it landed, despite 100,000 pounds of thrust. 

Debunk: When you pull into a parking space on earth, do you pull in at 100km per hour? No you slow down. 

This is exactly what the astronauts did, throttled down the thrusters to about 3000 pounds of thrust. Since 

the nozzle was 54 inches across or 2300 square inches in area, the resulting thrust was 1.5 lbs per square 

inch. Not much pressure at all. Also on earth the atmosphere contains the thrust into a column, while in a 

vacuum the thrust is spread out even more. 

Argument: The trip through the Van Allen Radiation belts should have killed the astronauts. 

Debunk: The metal spacecraft blocked most of the radiation, and the trajectory was designed to minimize 

the amount of time spent in the belts to only 1 hr, not a lethal does by any means. 

Argument: There was no flame or exhaust when the lunar lander lifted off the moon so it must have been 

faked. 

Debunk: The lander used a mixture of hydrazine and dinitrogen tetroxide (an oxidizer) which ignite upon 

contact and produce no visible flame. Solid rocket boosters use a different fuel mix which is why you see the 

flame and exhaust on the launch pad.  

Argument: The astronaut’s footprints are clearly visible similar to footprints on a beach, this requires water, 

but the moon has no water, so it must have been done in a studio on earth. 

Debunk: Well apart from the fact that there is water on the moon (albeit frozen), the lunar monolith is 

different from earth. The particles that make up the surface are angular, not rounded due to water action on 

the earth. On earth you need water to adhere to the rounded sand particles to stick them together. On the 

moon the angular shape keeps the footprints intact without water. Check out the Mythbusters Moon 

Landing Hoax debunk at https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2m7k1z 

Argument: How come we can’t see the equipment left on the moon through powerful telescopes like 

Hubble? 

Debunk: The lunar landers are about 4 meters across, and even the Hubble is seeing the moon from a 

distance of 384 million meters away. That is like trying to spot a single coin from a thousand miles away! 

That means for a resolution of .002 arcseconds we would need a mirror that’s at least 200m across for a 

single pixel! NOTE: The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter took the picture below of the Apollo 17 lander: 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2m7k1z
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Obviously we could go on and on, but the fact there were tens of thousands of scientists, engineers, 

construction workers, staff, caterers etc. working on the Apollo program and not a single one of them in 50 

years spilled the beans that it was a hoax, is pretty amazing! A hilarious BBC video here talks about this: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6MOnehCOUw  

New Owner Tips 
 

We have a number of new lot owners or new homes being built this year. This may be the 

first time you are reading this newsletter. If you are a new lot owner or home builder, here 

are some tips: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6MOnehCOUw
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1) We have a community website with lots or good information on Greenough, including 

the bylaws, site line guidelines, and a contact list with EMAIL, phone numbers and lot 

numbers for all owners as well as contractor information. To access this information, 

register on the website here: https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca  

2) A number of owners take on the responsibility of arranging services for home owners 

like septic system inspections and spraying for wood roaches and spiders annually. 

Alex Pavan takes on septics for Waterloo BioFilters and spraying. For Norweco 

septic systems – Jevic Construction handles inspections and maintenance.  

3) We have a 30m buffer zone between the drip-line at the lake and the back of your 

building envelope that must be preserved for ecological reasons. If you plan on doing 

anything in this buffer zone you must talk to the board first for approval. Limited 

cutting for site lines is allowed with prior approval. 

4) The Municipality of Northern Bruce is a Dark Sky Community so when you are 

planning the lighting for your cottage remember a few simple rules: 

a. Choose dark sky friendly or IDA approved lighting (lights that are full cutoff 

and shine down to the ground vs up into the night sky). 

b. Use pot-lights under soffits vs lights on the wall. 

c. When choosing lights (typically LED), choose light bulbs that have a CCT 

(Color Coordinated Temperature) of 3000K or less. This will give you a warm 

yellow light vs a harsh blue light that scatters and causes biological effects like 

sleep suppression. 

d. Choose path lights also that shine down to the ground vs up into the night sky. 

e. Put outdoor lights on timers that turn off after you are in bed, or use motion 

sensors. 

f. Close curtains at night or turn off lights that aren’t needed. 

A number of owners have AEDs (Automated External Defibrillators) and have been trained 

in how to use them. They have also been registered with the local fire department. You can 

find these owners by looking for the sticker on their street sign. AEDs at these homes are 

only available to be used if the home owner is at home since these are interior units. 

https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
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5) Remember that noise travels long distances over water, and there are noise bylaws 

for the MNBP. From the municipality website: “loud playing of any radio, public 

address system, or other sound device is prohibited between 11:00pm and 8:00am 

and construction noise is prohibited between 9:00pm and 7:00am”. 

6) Trees cannot be cleared during the spring nesting season from May 15 through to 

July 15. 

7) Parking passes for Tobermory are available for free for residents. Apply at the 

Municipality office 56 Lindsay Rd 5 – bring a recent property tax invoice with your lot 

address. 

8) When building note that bylaws state that no person shall occupy a tent, trailer and 

or motor home or camp on any land that is not designated as a campground unless 

authorized by Council.    

Upcoming Events 
 

 45th Annual Chi-Cheemaun Festival – Jun 7-9 Tobermory 

 Father’s Day – Jun 16  

 Summer Solstice – the first day of summer – Jun 21 11:57 EDT 

 Greenough Harbour AGM – Sat Jun 22 2:00pm at the Neals (Street Sign 174) 
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Anne’s Inspirational Quote:  
 

 


