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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our 15th newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing 
mission is to provide updates on what the board for the Greenough Harbour Preservation 
Association is doing on behalf of all residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) 
as well as news about the community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of 
heaven. 
 
This one will be rather short as it’s a beautiful spring day at Greenough with a high of 10C! 
 
All board meeting minutes can be found on our website under the Community tab 
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca. If you haven’t registered yet for the website, 
you will need to register before you can access the meeting minutes. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin 
at m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the 
category Community/Newsletter. 
 

Doug’s Board Update   
 

Spring has sprung, and I understand that we're in for a very warm summer.  

Interest in real estate has always been a precursor to spring, and this year is no different. 

Four different real estate agents have contacted me in the past 2 weeks about potential 

purchasers for most of the remaining lots. I suspect that by the end of 2019 there may not 

be any lots available.   

http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
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You may have noticed that the road is a little rough in from Tamarac Road. The Public 

Works Manager has told us that this is very normal for this time of year, with the frost 

coming out of the ground. There is a load restriction on our road, like many others on the 

Peninsula of half weight, and he has posted a sign to this effect at Tamarac and Gauley’s 

Bay Road. Details of all load restricted roads are also shown on the Municipal website.  

You may have also noticed that the sign that said the road was not maintained by the 

Municipality has been taken down by Public Works.  

Thomas Boyle will start cutting grass, brushing the stones from the grass onto the road and 

clearing any debris along the sides of the road, and on the path to the sandy beach starting 

late May/early June.  

Just a friendly reminder to everyone that trees cannot be taken down between May 15 - 

July 15th, as birds are nesting.  

If anyone wants to launch a boat at the boathouse, please email Frank Mondelli at 

frank@torontocapital.com. 

We look forward to another great turnout for our Annual General Meeting, scheduled for 

Saturday, June 22nd. More details to follow, with an agenda by mid-May.  

If you have particular topics you would like covered at the AGM, please let us know in the 

next month.    

Doug, on behalf of the GHPA Board 

FOCA Update  
 

Doug Rouse and Kevin Warkentin attended the annual FOCA AGM on Mar 2 2019 on 

behalf of the board. The following is an update on the AGM: 

“We had a full house of 130 people inside—and snow flying outside—as FOCA members 
met in Toronto at the Boulevard Club for the 2019 FOCA Annual General Meeting & Spring 
Seminar. The theme of the day was “Association Planning: Getting it Right.”  
 
The day began with FOCA Updates from Executive Director Terry Rees who presented 
about the year in review, FOCA’s 20/20 Vision – A Strategic Framework, program updates 
and priorities for the coming year.  

mailto:frank@torontocapital.com


 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – MAR – APR 2019 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

Board President Marlin Horst chaired the FOCA Annual General Meeting, welcoming 
everyone in the room as well as those members who participated by webinar for the vote 
portion of the day. All motions passed. Board Director Wendy Lyttle presented the FOCA 
Achievement Award to representatives of the White Lake Cottagers Association.  
 
In the days following the event, Jim and Joan Rose of the White Lake Cottagers Association 
were interviewed by CBC radio on the program “In Town and Out,” about receiving the 
FOCA Achievement Award, and the great work of their association. The event sponsor, 
Hydro One, our refreshment and lunch sponsors, and all our other sponsors and partners 
who were in attendance were thanked for their participation. 
 
The guest speaker of the day was Dave Meslin, on the topic of Connecting with your 
municipal council – and why. The inspiring talk was given without slides.  
 
Just before lunch, an “alert” was issued of an Asian carp sighting near Lake Ontario: the 
event attendees were surprised by ‘Captain Carp’ a large mascot who made a special 
appearance to remind members on the Great Lakes to be part of the effort to watch for 
Asian carp and to prevent their spread. For more about Asian carp, visit: 
https://foca.on.ca/asian-carp/  
 
During the lunch hour, attendees snapped pictures with ‘Carpie’, collected association 
Asian carp prevention toolkits, visited the partner information tables, and submitted their 
Association’s ‘burning questions’ to a Q&A box.  
 

 
 
 

https://foca.on.ca/asian-carp/
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The afternoon session opened with a panel: Creative Solutions to Boating Issues with 
FOCA and guest speakers Sgt. Dave Moffatt, Provincial Marine Coordinator of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP), and Greg Wilkinson of the organization Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL). 
This session included FOCA’s introduction about the subject of boating, and highlighted 
‘pinch-points’ identified from responses to our 2018 membership survey.  
 
In the mid-afternoon, attendees selected one of 3 break-out sessions, which were 
information presentations and question/answer sessions in smaller groups:  
 
Session (A): Estate lawyer Peter Lillico spoke about Cottage Succession Planning and 
ways to keep the cottage in the family for the next generation. He discussed the obstacles 
that must be overcome to ensure a realistic chance of keeping the cottage in the family, as 
well as creative solutions for every situation. More details about cottage succession are 
posted here: https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/.  
 
Session (B): Non-profit lawyer Ted Hyland led a session on Association Organizational 
Planning. Many FOCA member lake Associations are unincorporated, while many others 
are provincially incorporated, and a few are federally incorporated. Ted produced a 
summary document that outlines requirements for each of the different categories, by topics 
such as: key documents to keep on hand, governance structure requirements, meeting 
requirements, income tax flings, and annual reporting to the Canada Revenue Agency for 
incorporated non-profits.  
 
It was very comforting to know that GHPA did their homework and have followed 
recommended guidelines for association planning. 
 
Session (C): The third break-out session was A Deeper Dive into Boating Issues, with 
speakers from the earlier Boating Session, plus additional guests and voices on boating 
issues raised by FOCA members.  
 
The final session of the day was the ‘Burning Questions’ Session, led by Michelle Lewin, 
FOCA’s Communications Coordinator, fielding questions that had been posed by attendees 
on question cards throughout the day. Watch upcoming FOCA Elerts for more about some 
of the most popular Q&A topics.  
 
Remember: you can always search on the FOCA website for what FOCA has said about 
any particular subject. There are also links to print resources, videos, and partner 
information.  
Start your online searches here:  

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/


 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – MAR – APR 2019 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

https://foca.on.ca/resources/ and contact the FOCA office if you need assistance: 
communications@foca.on.ca 705-749-3622.  
 
Note that detailed information on topics discussed can be obtained by accessing the FOCA 
website or by contacting Doug Rouse or Kevin Warkentin. 

What’s in the Night Sky 
 

If you are an early morning riser, perhaps getting out there around 6:30am before sunrise, 

you have an embarrassment of riches in the sky as six planets get up before the sun. In the 

south look for Jupiter which will be high in the sky just south of Sagittarius. Pluto is between 

Jupiter and the moon to the east of Sagittarius, although it can’t be seen with the naked eye 

or even binoculars. The moon is in Capricornus and to the east of the moon is Venus, the 

brightest planet. Below Venus is Neptune followed by Mercury. On Tuesday April 16th at 

dawn you will be able to see Mercury and Venus in the same field of view with a pair of 

binoculars! 

 

 

 

We recently passed the Vernal Equinox or the first day of spring. Do you really know what 

the Vernal Equinox is and its significance astronomically? Simply put the word equinox 

https://foca.on.ca/resources/


 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – MAR – APR 2019 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

means “equal night” since the length of the day and night are nearly equal around the world. 

In the northern hemisphere the equinox occurs usually around Mar 20/21 and is called the 

vernal equinox (vernal means fresh or new – like spring), while in the southern hemisphere 

this becomes the autumnal (autumn) equinox. This reverses in the fall where the Sept 22/23 

equinox is the autumnal equinox in the northern hemisphere and the vernal equinox in the 

southern hemisphere. 

This occurs because the earth’s rotational axis is tilted by 23.5 degrees from its plane of 

orbit around the sun as shown below, thus there are always two points in its orbit when the 

axis is directly perpendicular to the sun.  

 

 

Astronomers use the point where the earths equator projected into the night sky meets the 

earth’s orbit (also approximately the same orbit as all the planets make around the sun – 

which is called the “ecliptic”) as point 0 for measuring the position of objects in the night sky. 

This measurement is in hours and minutes from that point in the sky and is called “Right 

Ascension”. 
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So the Vernal Equinox is at Right Ascension 0h, 0m, 0s and that is exactly where the sun is 

in the sky at 5:59pm Mar 21 2019. 

In the picture below you see the sky at exactly the time of the vernal equinox, the ecliptic is 

the yellow line, and the celestial equator (the earth’s equator projected on to the sky) is the 

blue line. Notice how Uranus, Mercury, Neptune and Venus as well as the sun can all be 

found very close to the yellow ecliptic line.  
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Some interesting facts about the vernal equinox, the Egyptians aligned the sphinx at Gaza 

so that the head was pointed directly at the sun on the vernal equinox. At the pyramid in 

Chichen Itza Mexico, in the late afternoon, the sun strikes off the northwest corner of the 

pyramid and cast a series of triangular shadows against the northwest balustrade, 

creating the illusion of a feathered serpent “crawling” down the pyramid. See the picture 

below. 
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Finally for Christians – Easter is always the first Sunday after the first full moon after the 

Vernal Equinox. Then there’s the connection between eggs and Easter, and it has nothing 

to do with the Easter Bunny myth. Quite simply, eggs have long been a symbol for rebirth 

and fertility. The tradition of decorating eggs predates Christianity. Archeologists have 

discovered ostrich eggs more than 2000 years old decorated with engravings. Early 

Christians from Mesopotamia stained eggs red to symbolize the blood of Christ. The 

Christian Church officially adopted the custom in 1610, recognizing eggs as a symbol for 

the Resurrection. Pope Paul V proclaimed this prayer: 
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“Bless, O Lord! we beseech thee, this thy creature of eggs, that it may become a 

wholesome sustenance to thy faithful servants, eating it in thankfulness to thee on account 

of the resurrection of the Lord.” 

NOTE: There is an urban myth out there that it is easier to balance an egg on the Equinox 

than it is on any other day. This is NOT proven by science – it is a myth, so keep your eggs 

in the fridge on the vernal equinox! 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Good Friday – Apr 19  

 Easter Sunday – Apr 21 

 Solway’s Farm Market Opens May 3 (Yeah – cinnamon knots and fresh pies!) 

 BPBA Eco Adventures see https://bpba.ca/eco-adventures   

o Birding By the Bay – May 12 & 19 

o Spring Fling – May 24-26 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bpba.ca/eco-adventures
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Anne’s Inspirational Quote: (The bunnies will be back at Greenough 

soon, so this is appropriate) 
 

 


