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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our 17th newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing mission 
is to provide updates on what the board for the Greenough Harbour Preservation Association is 
doing on behalf of all residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) as well as news 
about the community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of heaven. 
 
All board meeting minutes can be found on our website under the Community tab 
http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca. If you haven’t registered yet for the website, you will 
need to register before you can access the meeting minutes. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin at 
m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the category 
Community/Newsletter. 
 

A Garden Irrigation System That is Easy!   
 

Beth and I have always wanted a garden up here in Greenough to grow vegetables and herbs. 

We tried a ground level garden for a few years, but found the deer would eat any flowers that 

managed to sprout even the tiniest of shoots, and of course weeds would take over the rest of the 

garden. The other problem is only being up on the weekends means there can be 5 days or even 

more where the only water the garden gets is natural rain.  

When we did our landscaping (Peninsula Out of Doors did a great job at a reasonable price) last 

summer we requested a couple of raised garden beds with some good deep top soil. The new 

beds are about .6m (2ft) high, by 1.5m wide (5 ft.) by about 3m (10ft) long. This is just high 

enough to keep some smaller animals out (i.e. snakes) and high enough so that you can garden 

http://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
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and harvest without bending too much. Now how to irrigate? 

 

A web search brought me to Snip ‘n Drip soaker hose irrigation systems. The video here 

https://www.gardeners.com/buy/raised-bed-snip-n-drip-soaker-system/8587043.html as well as here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyoWE-PrRFM shows how it all fits together. In about 30 minutes 

with no tools other than a pair of scissors, I had my irrigation system set up. 

https://www.gardeners.com/buy/raised-bed-snip-n-drip-soaker-system/8587043.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyoWE-PrRFM
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I purchased mine for about $52 from West Coast Seeds in Vancouver (they ship across Canada) 

although currently it looks like they are out of stock. You may want to purchase some earth 

staples to keep the hose in place, as well as a garden tap timer/computer to program the water to 

be delivered – I find 5 minutes a day at 7:00am and 7:00pm seems to work well. 

Phragmites Cut – Gauley’s Bay Aug 29th   
From (Randy Neals – Greenough Resident) 

 
“Here is a reminder to all residents of Greenough Harbour that we will be doing a Phragmites cut 

at Gauley’s Bay on August 29th. Phragmites are invasive, aquatic plants that can overwhelm 

shorelines and wetlands if left uncontrolled. This can hurt our ecosystem, and obstruct 

recreational activities that require access to shorelines and wetlands, including boating and 

fishing.  

We will be joined by Wendy Rodgers and Paul Flanagan of the Bruce Peninsula Biosphere 

Association (BPBA) that day, so it will be educational too! 

If you are interested in participating, please email Paul Flanagan at mlwm636@gmail.com  

mailto:mlwm636@gmail.com
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We look forward to seeing any of you that wish to participate that day. Remember, BPBA staff 

have always been willing to sign volunteer hour forms, if any of you have family members still in 

school.” 

On Friday August 9th – Paul Flanagan, Wendy Rogers, myself, and our two Bayside Program 

Managers this summer (Dhvani Doshi and Malcolm Warren) went out and cut Phragmites in 

Gauley’s Bay. Last summer’s student Jake Batters did NOT enjoy phrag cutting so the students 

were a little hesitant, especially when Wendy told them leeches, ticks and water snakes can be 

possible hazards, but thankfully only 1 water snake was seen, and no other hazards. In fact it was 

quite a pleasant way to spend a HOT summer day, up to your waist in cool water (using hip 

waders). We took care of one small patch but there are many more to tackle. Make sure you ask 

for the water proof hip waders! 

Below are some pictures of our day of fun. 

   

The wicked patch we tackled                                                           Wendy Rogers, Dhvani Doshi, Malcolm Warren, Paul Flanagan    
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        After the cut…. 
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Phases of the Moon 
The article below is courtesy of our Bayside Program Manager for 2019 Dhvani Doshi, and appears in the Aug 28th 

Edition of the Bruce Press. 

 
For centuries, the Moon has drawn the attention of poets, scientists, and philosophers with its 
radiant white glow. It is the most prominent feature in the dark, shifting form and unveiling a 
myriad of different features every night. However, the Moon owes its beauty to the intricate orbital 
dance between the Sun, the Earth, and itself. 
 
As these three celestial bodies orbit each other, the Sun’s light reflects off the Moon’s surface in 
various ways, producing the silvery glow seen as moonlight.  
 

 
 
The Moon’s surface has the same reflectivity level as asphalt or a chalkboard, but can shine 
brightly due to the Sun’s heavy illumination. While the Moon orbits the Earth approximately every 
27 days, its position relative to the Sun and Earth changes. As a result, a different fraction of the 
Moon is seen to be illuminated by the Sun over the course of a month, producing the lunar 
phases. 
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There are 8 distinct lunar phases: new moon, waxing crescent, first quarter, waxing gibbous, full 
moon, waning gibbous, last quarter, and waning crescent.  
 
A new moon is seen when the Moon is directly between the Earth and the Sun. On Earth, the half 
of the Moon that is illuminated by the Sun is not seen and thus the Moon appears nearly invisible. 
This is the optimal viewing time for the Milky Way and meteor showers, as the moonlight will not 
wash out the glow of the stars. A black moon is also a new moon but the second one that 
appears within one month. A solar eclipse is the only time a new moon can be visible, as the 
sun’s light will bend through the lunar valleys on the edges producing the Bailey’s bead 
phenomenon. It is also possible to see some lunar features that are not illuminated by the Sun 
due to a process called “Earthshine”. This is when light is reflected off of Earth’s clouds and 
oceans to faintly lighten up the Moon’s maria and highlands. After the new moon, the waxing 
stages of the lunar cycle describe the time period where the illuminated area of the Moon appears 
to increase in size. Therefore, the waxing crescent is a thin sliver of the Moon that grows until it 
becomes half lit, becoming the first quarter. The Moon continues to grow during the waxing 
gibbous phase until it becomes the full moon. 
 
The full moon is one of the most captivating sights in the night sky. It occurs when the Moon is 
directly behind the Earth and Sun, thus appearing fully illuminated from Earth. This becomes the 
peak time to view the flat features of the Moon such as the marias, which were seas of lava that 
cooled off after millions of years. On the other hand, the lack of shadows on the Moon during this 
time downplay the heights of the craters and mountain ranges, lessening their beauty. The full 
moon has been used by ancient cultures as a means to track patterns in animals and nature. This 
has resulted in the moon adopting different names for different months according to behaviors 
seen during that time. For example, the August moon is also called the “Sturgeon Moon” as the 
North American tribes noticed an abundance of the species during August. Similarly, the 
September moon is called the “Harvest Moon” and the October moon is named the “Hunter’s 
Moon”. A “super moon” appears in the sky when the Moon is full and at its closest point to Earth, 
thus appearing a little larger than a normal full moon. After the full moon, the illuminated area 
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decreases in size during the waning phases and will eventually return to a new moon to repeat 
the entire lunar cycle. 
 
The lunar cycle has remained the same over many centuries. It has played a crucial role in 
cultures and civilizations as many used the motions of the Moon to understand the world around 
them. The constancy of the lunar cycle brought comfort and familiarity to people as they looked 
up into the night sky. It is a reminder that although the universe appears to be a strange void, we 
simply need to experience it over time to consider it a part of our neighbourhood. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Gauley’s Bay Phragmites Cut – Aug 29th  Morning  

 Last Bayside Astronomy – Sat Aug 31st Lions Head 

 Labour Day – Mon Sept 2  

 Autumnal Equinox Sept 23rd 3:50am EDT – First Day of Fall 

 Grand Fondo – Oct 6 - Contact Mike Campbell at mikecampbellbikes@gmail.com 

Anne’s Inspirational Quote: (Provided by Mike W) 
 

 


