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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our 14th newsletter for the residents of Greenough Harbour. Our continuing 
mission is to provide updates on what the board for the Greenough Harbour Preservation 
Association is doing on behalf of all residents (i.e. news from beyond the Greenough Rock) 
as well as news about the community and world at large as it relates to our little piece of 
heaven. 
 
This one will be rather short too, as I need to get out and shovel more snow! 
 
All board meeting minutes can be found on our website under the Community tab 
https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca. If you haven’t registered yet for the website, 
you will need to register before you can access the meeting minutes. 
 
Suggestions for newsletter topics are always welcome and can be sent to Mike Warkentin 
at m_warkentin@rogers.com or posted on our website under a generic post or under the 
category Community/Newsletter. 
 

Doug’s Board Update   
 

Hello everyone;  

Firstly, everyone now has their “free” smart tank meter installed on their propane tank.  

Secondly, the only lots available at GH are lots 14 and 21, owned by Toronto Capital, and 

lots 31-33, owned by John Keeso. Over the last 2 years, 15 lots have been sold, and there 

https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/
mailto:m_warkentin@rogers.com
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are plans to build 3 - 5 homes per year over the next 5 years. We currently have 22 homes 

in our community. 

Elections are fast approaching, and new Board members will be installed at the Annual 

General Meeting on June 22, 2019. Most current Board members have chosen to stand for 

re-election, but we envision 1 or 2 Director vacancies. Any voting member can put their 

name forward for the existing roles of President, Treasurer and Secretary as well.   

According to our by-law, anyone who would like to serve on the Board must express their 

interest in writing no later than 30 days prior to the AGM. To be eligible, you must be a 

voting member (own a house). Please feel free to contact any Board member for more 

information. You will find our contact details on the GHPA site. Stay tuned regarding more 

details of the AGM as we get closer to the date.       

The former General Store will re-open as a General Store once the renovations are 

complete. Also, the former Colonel Clarks Tavern will open as a bed and breakfast, and 

they have applied for a license to serve lunch to the public.  

Wiarton Willie predicts an early spring. Hurrah!     

Please remember that if you have questions of any kind, feel free to contact any of us on 

the GHPA Board.     

 

Dreys and Snags and Brush Piles Oh My! 
 

Winter is a wonderful time to ask – how do squirrels, birds and other small mammals 

survive the harsh weather conditions and huge snow falls (apart from the mice that seem to 

find their ways into your cottage)? 

The leaves are gone from the trees so the first thing you will notice are dreys. Dreys are 

round nests built by squirrels using twigs, usually in the branches of deciduous trees like 

maples and oaks, and usually large trees. The maples and oaks have suitable crotches in 

their branches to use for nests, and the larger trees reduce swaying in the wind. There is 

usually no hole at the top, so you can tell a drey from a nest, and the inside is lined with 

grass, moss, pine needles or feathers. Dreys are created by Eastern Grey squirrels, 
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Southern and Northern flying squirrels. Sometimes two or more squirrels share a drey for 

the body heat, and since they don’t hibernate they leave the drey during the warmest part of 

a winter day to forage for food.  

   

 

Snag is a word for standing dead tree, and provide homes for insects, birds and mammals. 

Usually snags have cavities in them caused by branches falling off, leaving areas for rot to 

take place, physical injury or woodpecker holes. There may be as many as 85 species of 

birds in North America that use snags as nests. Mice, squirrels, fisher, weasels, porcupines, 

and bats also use the holes for resting or hibernating. Snags are used for shelter by owls, 

wood ducks, nuthatches, wrens, chickadees, mammals such as racoons and bears as well 

as amphibians like tree frogs, and reptiles like the Gray Rat Snake. Raptors such as eagles, 

hawks and owls, will purchase on top of snags while hunting.  

Obviously snags are an important part of the ecosystem. Landowners should leave the 

base of dead trees (the bottom 10-15 ft.) standing while cutting off the tops for safety if they 

are too close to the cottage. 
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Brush piles are just piles of dropped branches and twigs and create great shelters for 

smaller animals, think rabbits, birds, snakes, frogs, salamanders, bees and other insects 

and spiders. They provide cover from predators, shelter from the weather, nesting sites, 

perching sites, food and temperature regulation. Leave them if you see them! 

 

Greenough History  
 

Kevin Warkentin sent me an EMAIL regarding an interesting walk that he took a few weeks 

ago: 

“I had never walked past the Charman property all the way down McDonough lane back to 

Gauley’s Bay road so I did just that. First of all it was longer than I expected and being by 

myself I was starting to look over my shoulder for any wildlife that might have had the same 

idea of an afternoon stroll.” 
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“It was probably not the wisest idea to go by myself, however on my walk I came across a 

good number of abandoned structures. I had no idea that there were any structures past the 

old torn down Charman buildings.” 

“I've attached a few pics. Does anyone know the history behind these old buildings?” 

 

 



 
 

GREENOUGH HARBOUR NEWSLETTER – JAN – FEB 2019 

“News from the Rock and Beyond!” 

 
 

 

 

Well apparently there is a lot known about the history of this area. Doug Rouse replied 

back: 
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“We have a lot of information about the history of these cottages, including pictures of them 

when they were used as a sort of bed and breakfast and stories about the relationship 

between Charman and McDonough, which we were very fortunate to get from an elderly 

couple still living in Stokes Bay. The husband lived full time at the Charman complex when 

he was a kid with his family, as his dad was the maintenance guy, and his wife was 

waitressing at Cedar Lodge, one of the McDonough cottages.”  

 “We have pictures of Walter Charman and McDonough that are quite funny - these wealthy 

men loved to ham it up with their friends back in the 30's and 40's.” 

Andrea Flanagan also had some background: 

“A few years ago we were chatting with the father of one of Paul's classmates and he said 

he had fond memories of Ontario but didn't think we'd know where he used to go for 

holidays -- an old cabin in Stokes Bay (talk about a coincidence).”  

“Apparently he had a fraternity brother from Ohio when he was in college during the late 

70's/early 80's and they used to go up to his grandparent's place (either the Charman or 

McDonough properties, but probably the latter) in the summer for the fishing (the lower 

drinking age in Ontario was also a draw I gather). He remembered exploring GH in its 

undeveloped state.” 

“It would be great to gather photos and stories and to create a special link on the website 

for some of them.” 

I have created an area on the website for Charman Lodge pictures. Please feel free to post 

pictures there and post your stories under Posting using category Greenough History. 

https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/gallery/charman-lodge/  

 

https://www.greenoughharbourcommunity.ca/gallery/charman-lodge/
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GBF&S 2G-3G Upgrade  

Some residents may have been notified by Georgian Bay Fire and Safety about an upgrade 

to their cellular communications from 2G to 3G. This is applicable to folks that either do not 

have a landline, or are still using cellular as their primary or backup means of 

communications for their alarm system to GBF&S.  

From GBF&S sales: 

“Our provider brought it to our attention recently that several 2G tower locations would be 
phased out early this year but were unable to give us exact locations.    

I have mentioned to many of our customers who have the older cellular communicators that 
we have several options in regards to upgrades.  First option would be to upgrade the 
existing cellular communicator to be 3G which would cost $399.00 + HST for parts & 
installation.  Another option would be the attached cellular module which is still relatively 
new and has remote capabilities as well.  Last option would be to leave the current 2G 
cellular communicator the way it is with the chances that the cellular tower(s) in your area 
remain unchanged”. 

If you have a landline as backup to the cellular for the alarm, you could just not bother with 
the upgrade or even remove the cellular (which is what I did). Otherwise I would 
recommend either the upgrade or the new module. NOTE: The new cellular module that he 
references is 4G and costs $300 + HST for supply and installation (see below). Phone 
GBF&S before you order to ensure it’s compatible with your alarm. 
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What’s in the Night Sky 
 

Orion continues his mastery of the night sky in February, appearing high in the southern sky 

in the early evening. Use the belt stars in Orion and follow them up and to the right towards 

the first bright star which will be Aldebaran. This orange giant is actually a binary system 
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located about 65 light years from the earth and while not as big or as bright as Betelgeuse, 

it is still 44 times the sun’s diameter, twice it’s mass and is 425 times brighter. Aldebaran 

forms the eye of Taurus the Bull and looks down on the hunter Orion. NASA’s Pioneer 10 

will pass by Aldebaran in 2 million years! 

 

If you have a pair of binoculars, look just above and to the right of Aldebaran to find one of 

the most beautiful open clusters in the sky called the Pleiades – M45 or the Seven Sisters. 

This cluster contains over 1000 stars but the brightest 7 stars are what gives the cluster its 

name. In Japan, the Pleiades is named Subaru and yes the Japanese automaker derives its 

name from the cluster, which is represented in its corporate logo, and is also on my new 

orange car – the Crosstrek (whose name by the way is Aldebaran or Deborah for short).     

In Ojibway legend, the Pleiades is called Bagone’giizhig (the Hole in the Sky) which refers 

to the hole in the top of the shaking tent that the medicine man builds to act as a spiritual 

The Pleiades 

(Seven Sisters) 
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doorway to the seven sisters. Seven poles were used to build the tent, with each pole 

pointing to one of the stars. The hole in the top is left open to facilitate the spiritual 

connection.  

           

Finally if you are an early morning person, or you have to be up at 6:00am to get to work, 

look up in the southwestern sky on Feb 9 and you will see a nice planetary conjunction of 

Saturn, Venus and Jupiter just above Sagittarius. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 Family Day – Feb 18  

 Sunday Mar 10 – Daylight Saving Time begins 

 Wednesday March 20 5:58pm EDT – Vernal Equinox – Spring begins 

 

Anne’s Inspirational Quote: (Provided by Mike W this time after 

shovelling 40 cm of joy off the deck…) 
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